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President’s News

Ihope that everyone hasbeen
enjoying allthe activitiesat TVN
these last few months. The children
looked awesome in their
Halloween costumesasthey
paraded around Fellowship Hall. |
hope you were able to get some
good picturesof your children as
they stopped to pose with their
classmates. Speaking of pictures,
didn’t Dan from Skylight Sudios
capture the perfect expressons of
our children when he came to take
theirclasspictures? We are happy
to have Dan back year afteryear.
We had a tremendousattendance
at our Back to School Night this
year. Itwasa great opportunity for
the children to show off their hard
work in theirclassoomsaswell as
gave the parentsa chance to
thank the teachersfortheirtime
and efforts. Allthe familiesseemed
to enjoy the scavenger hunts, the
children’sperformancesand all the
goodiesthere were to eat.

Ourin house registration went very
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well. Please look for more details
underthe Parent Co Chair section
of thisnewsdetter. OurOpen House
fornew and prospective families
wasJanuary 10, 2009.

Now that the winter monthsare
upon us, I have a few remindersto
share with you. Frgt, please
rememberto wash yourchild’s
handswith the anti-bacterial wipes
before they entertheir classroom.
Thispolicy hasreduced the spread
of germs, infections, coldsand the
flu. Second, please continue to
park only in the designated parking
spacesand use caution while
driving in the parking lot. Third,
please do not leave children
unattended in your vehiclesor
allow them to run outside the
church, in the parking lot orin and
around Fellowship Hall.

Iwould like to take thisopportunity
to thank our teaching staff for the
wonderful job they do each day.
Ourchildren are very lucky to have
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President’s News continued

such caring teachersbe a par of
their lives. In tumn, Iwould like to
thank allthe parentsfortheir
continued support both inside and
outsde of the classrooms.

Lastly, l would like to wish you and
your familiesa happy holiday and
an exciting new year!

Diane Schrempf
Presdent, Board of Trustees

Parent Co-Chair News

Thank you to all our familieswho
registered their child(ren) for
another exciting yearat TVN!
Registration went smoothly and you
should have allheard by now about
your child’splacement for next
year.

For the 2009-10 schoolyear, we
have openingsin our 4-year-old 5-
day class and all our 3-year-old
classes. If you have any questions
regarding registration, please call
Mary McKillop at 439-0039.

Alumniregistration began on Dec.
15th. If you know of a family
returning to TVN, please let usknow
so we can provide them with the
appropriate paperwork.

Should you know of any new
familieswho are interested in our
program, please let them know that
we have started the registration
processforthe 2009-10 school year.
We willbe using a new method for
registering thisyear. No more
arriving at 5a.m. to secure your
child’sspot! We will use the same
lottery system that we use during in-
house registration. Registration

“ Anyone seen the Tinman? Scarecrow?”

dateswere January 10th through
noon on January 24th.

We continue to have openingsin
both our3 & 4yearold programs
forthe current school year. We
welcome any new familiesto join
ourschooll

January will continue to be a
busy month forus, we will start
recruiting for several openingson
the TVN Board of Trustees. We
are a parent-run board, which
meansthat we rely on the
parentsto take an active role at
the school! There are several
two-year Board Member positions
available. The primary
responsbility of a Board Member
isto attend a monthly Board
meeting, where ideasare
exchanged and policy isvoted
upon. We are also recruiting for
the Junior Parent Co-Chair. Thisis
a very rewarding postion, asit
allowsfora more active role in
the schooland isa wonderful
opportunity to get to know the
other TVN families. The two
parent Co-Chairswork together
to perform the administrative

dutiesrequired to keep the
school running smoothly. There is
a tuition waiver offered as
compensation foryourtime (2
day for Junior Co-Chairand full
waiver for Senior Co-Chair). If you
are interested in any of the
above, please send a letter of
interest to: TVN Board of Trustees,
PO Box 103, Delmar, NY 12054. All
letters of interest should be
submitted by March 23rd. Please
feelfree to contact Lisa
Levasalmiat 475-1991 for more
information.

Say Warm!
Parent Co-Chairs

Lisa Levadami
Mary McKillop




Education Director's News

I hope thisnewsdletter finds
everyone content and settled into
their classroom routineshere at
TVN. It hasbeen a busy falland
the children seem to be happy
and enjoying theirtime at school.
We have begun our enrichment
program thisyearand the
programshave been great. Mrs.
Kim began hersign language
program in Novemberand
continued in December for the
Tuesday Thursday classes. We also
had a visit from Judge Donovan
and Officer Whiteley from the
Bethlehem Police Department. The
children really enjoyed learning
about theirjobsand asking
gquestions.

Parent reminders:

Please dressyour child in
layersduring the winter
months. Many activities
can make your child warm
orcold and we want them
to be comfortable in their
classroom

Please advise yourchild's
teacherif they have been
sick. Itisimportant that we
communicate certain
ilnessesto other TVN
families

Please feelfree to contact
your child’steachersif you
have any concemsabout
your child. You are also
free to contact me with any
guestionsorconcerns.

Sudent teachersfrom Hudson
Valley Community College willbe
joining my and Mrs. Benedetto’s
classsoom. Please welcome them
to TVN.

Thanks
Jane Fonheiser

Please watch forthe posting of a school-
wide Wish List! Many of ushave itemsat
home our familiesno longerneed. The
TVN Board invitesyou to look at the items
on ourlist to see if there issomething
cluttering your closet at home that you
would ratherdonate to ourschool. ltisa
great way to help ourteachersand
studentsand keep down ourcosts. Thank
you very much!

The TVN Board Members



Teacher's Corner

Mrs. Fonheiser and Mrs Vaccarino 4's

We had a really great time in
Novemberlearning about
Thanksgiving. We did many special
projectsand discussed family
traditions. Each family worked on a
special Turkey project that decorated
our hallway.

We also really enjoyed our“Backto
S hool Night” celebration. We baked
pumpkin piesand performed some
Thanksgiving songsfor our families!
Everyone had a great time!

Ourclasswelcomed the Holiday
season with our Gingerbread unit. We
were busy learning about the letter Gg

and working on many special projects.

Our unit began with classreadingsof
The Gingerbread Baby my Jan Brett.
We then read otherversionsof the
famousfolktale and compared the
different stories. We worked on two
typesof Gingerbread houses,
Gingerbread boysand girls, mobiles,
necklacesand much more. Ourunit

Mrs. Lipnick and Mrs Barker 4's

The month of Novemberwasa very
busy one in ourclassroom! Each
child now startstheirday by
printing/tracing their fullnames, and
ouralphabetreview iswellunder
way. In addition, some reading
readinessactivitieshave been
introduced —the favorite being
patterning. Each child during
Novemberenjoyed using thisskill to
create colorful noodle necklaces.
The meaning of Thanksgiving, the
livesof the Pilgrims, Native
Americans, the Mayflower, corn and
cornucopia were themeswe
enjoyed learning about during our
Thanksgiving unit. A “Thankful Tree”
sprouted what each of uswere
thankful for,and we had the
opportunity to perform a community
service by assisting the church in

ended with our special Gingerbread
Gala where we celebrated with our
parentsand showed off all of our
hard work!

Our United Satesproject hascome
to an end. We learned something
about each gtate and the classis
able to name all of the stateson our
wallmap. Thiswasan awesome
project that the children really
enjoyed! Thank you to all of the
parentsforthere help with this
project!

During the month of Decemberwe
talked about our “Wishesfor the
World”. Each family created a star
with theirwish on it. They were
proudly displayed in our hallway until
the New Year! Decemberalso
brought our classtrip to the
planetarium aswellasoursign
language classwith Mrs. Kim.

their Turkey to Timmingsprogram
by filing two boxeswith
Thanksgiving meal fixingsfor
familieslessfortunate than us.
Novemberended with a classsoom
Thanksgiving feast complete with
stone soup, corn muffins, and
butter-allmade by the boysand
girls.

During December, the change in
weatherand season influenced
ourtime together. We learned
abouticicles, did a frosty
experiment, studied snowflakes
and tried some indoorice-skating
in Fellowship Hall. The holiday
season wasmade brighter by
preparing family holiday giftsand
ourannual Holiday Sng Along.



Teacher's Corner

Mrs.Germano and Mrs. Galazzo 3's

During the month of Decemberthe
children learned about polarbears
and penguins. They learned a few
factsabout each animaland where
they live.

The children practiced songsthat they
then sang at our holiday party fortheir
parents. They made special family
gifts, which they presented, to their
parentsat the party by having
refreshmentstogether.

We are now gearing up forthe second
half of the year. We began by

Mrs. Benedetto and Mrs. Petraglia

Anotherseason isupon usl
Welcome winter! The fall passed
so quickly and each class
continuesto do a wonderful job
adapting to the classroutine and
amazng uswith what they are
learning! Our Harvest Feasts
were scrumptiouswith ourcorn
muffins (3's) and harvest
(vegetable) soup (4's). We all
enjoyed leaming about the fall
season and watching the leaves
and weatherchange each day.
During the winter season, the 4’s
will continue exploring the
alphabet with our “letter of the
week”. “Ss” wasthe letter of the
“month” forDecember. We are
learning about space and the
starswith our field trip to the
Henry Hudson planetarium.
We’'ve begun learning Sanish
with numbersand daysof the
week. Of course, SNOW isa
majortopic of discussion and we
can’'t wait to see it and play in it.
During the coming months, we
will explore more lettersof the
alphabet and willbe doing some
creative activitiesto reinforce
the letters. Keep thinking of the
“letter of the week” wordsto

“ringing” in the new year by counting
backwardsfrom 10 and playing our
instruments. The children grasped
thisrather quickly and had a lot of
fun doing it severaltimes. We are
starting to use scissors. We will also
begin having the children trace and
spelltheirname. We will continue to
focuson numberrecognition up to
number 10. We willalso be
introducing more lettersand their
sounds. Anotherconceptwe willbe
putting thingsin order by size.

Some of the themesfor January will
include snow and winter, healthy

create our weekly list!

The 3'shave been excited about
the season and snow aswell.
We’'ve been busy creating
snowmen and snowflakesto
decorate ourclasssoom for
winter. Ourclassisreally
enjoying playing together and
learning together. Ourwinter
finger plays, songsand poems
have been popularwith the class
and they love learning them. In
the coming monthswe’llbe
enjoying a nursery rhyme unit,
leamn about hibernation and
continue to enjoy the winter
theme.

Both classeswere excited about
the holiday giftswe’ve been
making for our families. We did
ourbest to keep them a secret,
We all enjoyed our “Welcome
Winter’” partieson December 22
(4's) and December 23 (3's).
Ourclassactivitiesforthe parties
included ice skating and
throwing “snowballs’. We
discovered some very creative
waysto do these activitiesright
in our classroom!

We would like to take thistime to
let you know how wonderful

habitsand dinosaurs. The
children will make a snowman
picture out of shaving cream
and glue. We willread Jan
Brett’s The Mitten. The children
willhave many chancesto re-
enact the story afterwe read
this. We do thisactivity every
yearand each yearthe
children love it.

We look forward to February
and making, giving and
receiving valentines.

each child hasbeen. We really
enjoy having parentsin and
getting to know them. You all
are such a big help whetheryou
realize it or not!



News from Hrst United Methodist Church

The Arst United Methodist Church of Delmar haspublished a cookbook, the "Melting Pot,"in
celebration of its 175t Anniversary.

Thishandsomely bound and beautifully artistic, 3ring binder showcasesa wide variety of
recipesfrom theircongregation and isavailable for sale to the public.

Sop by Church Office (M-Ffrom 9 am-3 pm) oremail churchoffice@delmarmethodist.org.
Cost (check payto FUMC Delmar) is$10 perbook and a limited supply of wooden cookbook
standsare also available for $10/ea. An excellent and economical gift to give and....
proceedsto benefit the Capital Region Food Bank too!

Parent’s Corner

Great link for educational activitiesand tipsfor kids
of allages:
http://www.familyeducation.com/home/

Tipsfrom the American Academy of Pediatricson
how to discussthe current economic stuation with
children:
http://www.aap.org/disasters’economy.cfm

Peanut butter and jelly getting old??? Drop the
jelly —use honey instead.

Top 5 Children’sBooks
(NY TimesBest Sllers—Jan 09):

1. BARACKOBAMA: SON OF PROMISE, CHILD OFHOPE,
by Nikki Grimes

WABI SABI, by Mark Reibstein

BARACK, by Jonah Winter

GALLOP!, written and illustrated by RufusButler Seder
NAKED MOLE RAT GETSDRESSED, written and
illustrated by Mo Willems

aogrwbd

Valentines Day Idea: Make your Candy Bar

Remove wrapperfrom a candy barand trace it on
decorative paperof yourchild’schoice. Cut out the new wrapper
take it on the underside of the foilwrapped candy bar. Cut a
rectangle label or packing tag to adhere to the top of the candy
bar. Dab yourchild'sfingeron aninkpad. Pressinked fingeron
paper,and then rotate paper90degreesand repeatto form a

heart. Decorate the label with stickersand markersasdesired.
Parents—February 2009
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Appreciations

Thanks to the Room Parent/ Hospitality Committee for organizing all the delicioustreatsfor
ourBackto School Night. Thanksto allthe parentswho baked and supplied dessertsfor this
special event.

Thanksto the School Picture Committee-thanks Meghan Hotaling and Amy Lucey for
asssting Dan in capturing those great smileson our kids faces! The pictureswere priceless.

Thanksto the Parent Co Chairs-thanksLlisa Levasalmiand Mary McKillop forall your efforts
on the in house registration and asyou gear up forthe open house in January. We know
thisisone of your busest timesof year.

Thanksto the Book Order Committee- thanks Christine DeCancio and Renata Lewisfor
collecting allthe book ordersand disbursing the booksand troubleshooting when books
are missing. Youreffortsare appreciated!

Thank you to the Mocerine and Krege families - for all of their hard work on the Yankee
Candle committee. Our total profit wasalmost $1700 and everything went very smoothly!
Thanksalso to all of the familieswho placed orders, thussupporting our school!

Thank you to all who donated to our charity drives this season! Whetheryou brought in a
pair of mittensora brand new toy, your generouscontributionswill definitely brighten the
holidaysforcountlesslocal children and adultsl With timesbeing astough asthey are, your
kindnesstowardsothersisvery much appreciated!

UPLOAD PICUTURES Instructionsfor g-malil

1) Go to gmail.com

2) Enterthe following forusername and password:
Username: trivilagens
Password: tvns2008

3) Click on Photoson the top menu bar

4) Clickon Upload button (Second line down, middle of page)

5) Clickoncreate a new album

6) Entera title (suggest name of event, ifapplicable and yourinitials)

7) You may then be asked to install Active X, if so follow instructionsto install.

8) Selectthe Upload button (again). You will see the album you created in the list. Select the

new album.
9) Select Add Photosbutton to add photosfrom your browser.

NOTE If you have Picasa, you can upload multiple photosat a time, otherwise it willbe one
at a time. Just login at the top right corner of picasa to web albums.

If you have any questionsor difficultiesplease contact Jenny Mash or Teresa Carfagno.
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Tag, you're it!

TVN Garage Sale iscoming...
Preview night - Fiday, April 3
Saturday - April 4th

Thisisour LARGESTRUNDRAISER and we are looking
forward to anothergreat sale.

While it'scold outside, why not get a head start on
your spring cleaning by gathering your gently
used, unwanted items, such as: clothing, toys,

books, baby supplies, sporting goods, etc.

Garage Sale Co-Chairs:
Jen Bailey, MaryHizabeth Metcalf, Kelly Jeffers
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