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President’s News 

I hope tha t everyone has been 
enjoying  a ll the ac tivities a t TVN 
these last few months.  The c hild ren 
looked  awesome in their 
Ha lloween c ostumes as they 
pa raded  a round  Fellowship  Ha ll.  I 
hope you were ab le to get some 
good  p ic tures of your c hild ren as 
they stopped  to pose w ith their 
c lassmates.  Speaking  of p ic tures, 
d idn’ t Dan from Skylight Stud ios 
c ap ture the perfec t exp ressions of 
our c hild ren when he c ame to take 
their c lass p ic tures? We a re happy 
to have Dan bac k yea r a fter yea r.  
We had  a  tremendous a ttendanc e 
a t our Bac k to Sc hool Night this 
yea r.  It was a  g rea t opportunity for 
the c hild ren to show off their ha rd  
work in their c lassrooms a s well as 
gave the pa rents a  c hanc e to 
thank the teac hers for their time 
and  efforts.  All the families seemed  
to enjoy the sc avenger hunts, the 
c hild ren’s performanc es and  a ll the 
good ies there were to ea t. 
  
Our in house reg istra tion went very 

well.  Please look for more deta ils 
under the Pa rent Co Cha ir sec tion 
of this newsletter.  Our Open House 
for new and  p rospec tive families 
was January 10, 2009.   
 
Now tha t the w inter months a re 
upon us, I have a  few reminders to 
sha re w ith you.  First, p lease 
remember to wash your c hild ’ s 
hands w ith the anti-bac teria l w ipes 
before they enter their c lassroom.  
This polic y has red uc ed  the sp read  
of germs, infec tions, c old s and  the 
flu.  Sec ond , p lease c ontinue to 
pa rk only in the designa ted  pa rking  
spac es and  use c aution while 
d riving  in the pa rking  lot.  Third , 
p lease do not leave c hild ren 
una ttended  in your vehic les or 
a llow them to run outside the 
c hurc h, in the pa rking  lot or in and  
a round  Fellowship  Ha ll. 
 
I would  like to take this opportunity 
to thank our teac hing  sta ff for the 
wonderful job  they d o eac h day.  
Our c hild ren a re very luc ky to have 
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Parent Co-Chair News 

Thank you to a ll our families who 
reg istered  their c hild (ren) for 
another exc iting  yea r a t TVN!  
Reg istra tion went smoothly and  you 
should  have a ll hea rd  by now about 
your c hild ’ s p lac ement for next 
yea r.   
 
For the 2009-10 sc hool yea r, we 
have openings in our 4-yea r-old  5-
day c lass  and  a ll our 3-yea r-old  
c lasses.   If you have any questions 
rega rd ing  reg istra tion, p lease c a ll 
Mary Mc Killop  a t 439-0039.   
 
Alumni reg istra tion began on Dec . 
15th.  If you know of a  fa mily 
returning  to TVN, p lease let us know 
so we c an p rovide them w ith the 
app rop ria te paperwork.  
 
Should  you know of any new 
families who a re interested  in our 
p rogram, p lease let them know tha t 
we have sta rted  the reg istra tion 
p roc ess for the 2009-10 sc hool yea r.  
We w ill be using  a  new method  for 
reg istering  this yea r.  No more 
a rriving  a t 5 a .m. to sec ure your 
c hild ’ s spot!  We w ill use the same 
lottery system tha t we use during  in-
house reg istra tion.  Reg istra tion 

Page 2 Winter 2008 �  Tri-Village Nursery Sc hool �

suc h c a ring  teac hers be a  pa rt of 
their lives.  In turn, I would  like to 
thank a ll the pa rents for their 
c ontinued  support both inside and  
outside of the c lassrooms.   
 
Lastly, I would  like to w ish you and  
your families a  happy holiday and  
an exc iting  new yea r! 
 
Diane Sc hrempf 
President, Boa rd  of Trustees 
  

da tes were January 10th through 
noon on January 24th.   
 
We c ontinue to have op enings in 
both our 3 & 4 yea r old  p rograms 
for the c urrent sc hool yea r.  We 
welc ome any new families to join 
our sc hool! 
 
Janua ry w ill c ontinue to be a  
busy month for us, we w ill sta rt 
rec ruiting  for severa l openings on 
the TVN Board  of Trustees.  We 
a re a  pa rent-run boa rd , whic h 
means tha t we rely on the 
pa rents to take an ac tive role a t 
the sc hool!  There a re severa l 
two-yea r Boa rd  Member positions 
ava ilab le.  The p rimary 
responsib ility of a  Boa rd  Member 
is to a ttend  a  monthly Boa rd  
meeting , where ideas a re 
exc hanged  and  polic y is voted  
upon. We a re a lso rec ruiting  for 
the Junior Pa rent Co-Cha ir.  This is 
a  very reward ing  position, as it 
a llows for a  more ac tive role in 
the sc hool and  is a  wonderful 
opportunity to get to know the 
other TVN families.  The two 
pa rent Co-Cha irs work together 
to perform the administra tive 

duties required  to keep  the 
sc hool running  smoothly.  There is 
a  tuition wa iver offered  a s 
c ompensa tion for your time (2 
day for Junior Co-Cha ir a nd  full 
wa iver for Senior Co-Cha ir).  If you 
a re interested  in any of the 
above, p lease send  a  letter of 
interest to:  TVN Board  of Trustees, 
PO Box 103, Delmar, NY 12054.  All 
letters of interest should  b e 
submitted  by Marc h 23rd .  Please 
feel free to c ontac t Lisa  
Levasa lmi a t 475-1991 for more 
informa tion. 
 
Stay Warm! 
 
Pa rent Co-Cha irs 
Lisa  Leva slami 
Mary Mc Killop  

President’s News c ontinued  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“  Anyone seen the Tinma n?  Sc a rec row?”  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"You know the only 
people who are a lways 
sure about the proper 
way to ra ise c hildren? 
Those who’ve never 

had any."  
 

--Bill Cosby, 
Fatherhood 
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Educ ation Direc tor’s News 

I hope this newsletter finds 
everyone c ontent and  settled  into 
their c lassroom routines here a t 
TVN.  It has been a  busy fa ll and  
the c hild ren seem to be happy 
and  enjoying  their time a t sc hool.  
We have begun our enric hment 
p rogram this yea r and  the 
p rograms have been grea t.  Mrs. 
Kim began her sign language 
p rogram in November a nd  
c ontinued  in Dec ember for the 
Tuesday Thursda y c lasses.  We a lso 
had  a  visit from Judge Donovan 
and  Offic er Whiteley from the 
Bethlehem Polic e Department.  The 
c hild ren rea lly enjoyed  lea rning  
about their jobs and  asking  
questions.   
 
Pa rent reminders: 
 

·  Please d ress your c hild  in 
layers d uring  the w inter 
months.  Many ac tivities 
c an make your c hild  wa rm 
or c old  and  we want them 
to be c omfortab le in their 
c lassroom 

·  Please advise your c hild ’ s 
teac her if they have been 
sic k.  It is important tha t we 
c ommunic a te c erta in 
illnesses to other TVN 
families 

·  Please feel free to c ontac t 
your c hild ’ s teac hers if you 
have any c onc erns ab out 
your c hild .  You a re a lso 
free to c ontac t me w ith any 
questions or c onc erns. 

 
Student teac hers from Hudson 
Va lley Community College w ill be 
joining  my and  Mrs. Benedetto’ s 
c lassroom.  Please welc ome them 
to TVN. 
 
Thanks 
Jane Fronheiser 
 

Please wa tc h for the posting  of a  sc hool-
wide Wish List!  Many of us have items a t 
home our families no longer need .  The 

TVN Board  invites you to look a t the items 
on our list to see if there is something  

c luttering  your c loset a t home tha t you 
would  ra ther dona te to our sc hool.  It is a  

g rea t way to help  our teac hers and  
students and  keep  down our c osts.  Thank 

you very muc h! 
 

The TVN Board  Members 
 

� �� � � � �� �� �� � � � �� �� �� � � � �� �� �� � � � �� � ����



 

Ki ds Can Cook:   

Fr ost y 
St r awber r y Pops 

 
What  You Need 
1 q t. ripe strawberries, 
rinsed   
1/ 3 c up   KOOL-AID Trop ic a l 
Punc h Flavor Sugar-
Sweetened  Soft Drink Mix  

Make I t  

REMOVE tops from 
strawberries by p inc hing  
and  twisting  eac h top  
between two fingers. (Or, 
use a  tab le knife to remove 
stems.) or using  a  tab le 
knife. Measure the d rink 
mix using  a  d ry measuring  
c up , leveling  it with a  
stra ight-edged  tab le knife.  

PLACE strawberries and  
d rink mix in b lender; c over. 
Blend  on low speed  2 min. 
or until smooth. Pour evenly 
into six 5-oz. paper or 
p lastic  c ups. Freeze 1 hour.  

INSERT wooden pop  stic k 
into c enter of eac h c up . 
Freeze an add itiona l 3 
hours or until pops are firm. 
Remove from freezer a  few 
minutes before serving; let 
stand  a t room tempera ture 
to soften slightly. Peel off 
paper c ups just before 
serving .  
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Mrs. Fronheiser and Mrs Vac c arino 4’s 

We had  a  rea lly g rea t time in 
November lea rning  about 
Thanksg iving .  We d id  many spec ia l 
p rojec ts and  d isc ussed  family 
trad itions.  Eac h family worked  on a  
spec ia l Turkey p rojec t tha t dec ora ted  
our ha llway. 
 
We a lso rea lly enjoyed  our “ Bac k to 
Sc hool Night”  c eleb ra tion.  We baked  
pumpkin p ies and  performed  some 
Thanksg iving  songs for our families!  
Everyone had  a  grea t time! 
 
Our c lass welc omed  the Holiday 
season w ith our Gingerb read  unit.  We 
were busy lea rning  about the letter Gg 
and  working  on many sp ec ia l p rojec ts. 
Our unit began w ith c lass read ings of 
The Gingerb read  Bab y my Jan Brett.  
We then read  other versions of the 
famous folkta le and  c ompared  the 
d ifferent stories. We worked  on two 
types of Gingerb read  houses, 
Gingerb read  boys and  g irls, mob iles, 
nec klac es and  muc h more.  Our unit 

Teac her’s Corner 
 

Mrs. Lipnic k and Mrs Barker 4’s 
  
 The month of November was a  very 
busy one in our c lassroom!  Eac h 
c hild  now sta rts their day by 
p rinting / trac ing  their full names, and  
our a lphabet review is well under 
way.  In add ition, some read ing  
read iness ac tivities have been 
introduc ed  – the favorite being  
pa tterning .  Eac h c hild  during  
November enjoyed  using  this skill to 
c rea te c olorful nood le nec klac es.  
The meaning  of Thanksg iving , the 
lives of the Pilg rims, Na tive 
Americ ans, the Mayflower, c orn and  
c ornuc op ia  were themes we 
enjoyed  lea rning  about during  our 
Thanksg iving  unit.  A “ Thankful Tree”  
sp routed  wha t eac h of us were 
thankful for, and  we had  the 
opportunity to perform a  c ommunity 
servic e by assisting  the c hurc h in 

their Turkey to Trimmings p rogram 
by filling  two boxes w ith 
Thanksg iving  mea l fixings for 
families less fortuna te than us.  
November ended  w ith a  c lassroom 
Thanksg iving  feast c omp lete w ith 
stone soup , c orn muffins, and  
butter-a ll made by the boys and  
g irls. 

During  Dec ember, the c hange in 
wea ther and  season influenc ed  
our time together.  We lea rned  
about ic ic les, d id  a  frosty 
experiment, stud ied  snowflakes 
and  tried  some indoor ic e-ska ting  
in Fellowship  Ha ll.  The holiday 
season was made b righter by 
p repa ring  family holiday g ifts and  
our annua l Holiday Sing  Along .   
 
 

ended  w ith our spec ia l Gingerb read  
Ga la  where we c eleb ra ted  w ith our 
pa rents and  showed  off a ll of our 
ha rd  work!   
 
Our United  Sta tes p rojec t has c ome 
to an end .  We lea rned  something  
about eac h sta te and  the c lass is 
ab le to name a ll of the sta tes on our 
wa ll map .  This was an awesome 
p rojec t tha t the c hild ren rea lly 
enjoyed !  Thank you to a ll of the 
pa rents for there help  with this 
p rojec t! 
 
During  the month of Dec ember we 
ta lked  about our “ Wishes for the 
World ” .  Eac h family c rea ted  a  sta r 
w ith their w ish on it.  They were 
p roud ly d isp layed  in our ha llway until 
the New Year! Dec ember a lso 
b rought our c lass trip  to the 
p laneta rium as well as our sign 
language c lass w ith Mrs. Kim. 



 

 

 

"Where will our c ountry 
find leaders with integrity, 
c ourage, strength—all the 

family values—in ten, 
twenty, or thirty years? 

The answer is that you are 
teac hing them, loving 

them, and ra ising them 
right now."  

 
--Barbara Bush 
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Mrs.Germano and Mrs. Galazzo 3’s 
 
During  the month of Dec ember the 
c hild ren lea rned  about pola r bea rs 
and  penguins.  They lea rned  a  few 
fac ts about eac h anima l and  where 
they live. 
 
The c hild ren p rac tic ed  songs tha t they 
then sang a t our holiday pa rty for their 
pa rents.  They made spec ia l family 
g ifts, whic h they p resented , to their 
pa rents a t the pa rty by having  
refreshments together. 
 
We a re now gea ring  up  for the sec ond  
ha lf of the yea r.  We began by 

“ ring ing”  in the new yea r by c ounting  
bac kwards from 10 and  p laying  our 
instruments.  The c hild ren grasped  
this ra ther quic kly and  had  a  lot of 
fun doing  it severa l times.  We a re 
sta rting  to use sc issors.  We w ill a lso 
beg in having  the c hild ren trac e and  
spell their name.  We w ill c ontinue to 
foc us on number rec ognition up  to 
number 10.  We w ill a lso be 
introduc ing  more letters and  their 
sounds.  Another c onc ep t we w ill be 
putting  things in order by size. 
 
Some of the themes for Janua ry w ill 
inc lude snow and  w inter, hea lthy 

Teac her’s Corner 
 

Mrs. Benedetto and Mrs. Petraglia  
 
Another season is up on us!  
Welc ome w inter!  The fa ll passed  
so q uic kly and  eac h c lass 
c ontinues to do a  wonderful job  
adap ting  to the c lass routine and  
amazing  us w ith wha t they a re 
lea rning !  Our Harvest Feasts 
were sc rumptious w ith our c orn 
muffins (3’ s) and  ha rvest 
(vegetab le) soup  (4’ s).  We a ll 
enjoyed  lea rning  about the fa ll 
season and  wa tc hing  the leaves 
and  wea ther c hange eac h day.  
During  the w inter season, the 4’ s 
w ill c ontinue exp loring  the 
a lphabet with our “ letter of the 
week” .  “ Ss”  was the letter of the 
“ month”  for Dec ember.  We a re 
lea rning  about spac e and  the 
sta rs w ith our fie ld  trip  to the 
Henry Hud son p laneta rium.  
We’ve begun lea rning  Spanish 
w ith numbers and  days of the 
week.  Of c ourse, SNOW is a  
ma jor top ic  of d isc ussion and  we 
c an’ t wa it to see it and  p lay in it.  
During  the c oming months, we 
w ill exp lore more letters of the 
a lphabet and  will be doing  some 
c rea tive ac tivities to reinforc e 
the letters.  Keep  thinking of the 
“ letter of the week”  words to 

c rea te our weekly list! 
The 3’ s have been exc ited  about 
the season and  snow as well.  
We’ve been busy c rea ting  
snowmen and  snowflakes to 
dec ora te our c lassroom for 
w inter.  Our c lass is rea lly 
enjoying  p laying  together and  
lea rning  together.  Our w inter 
finger p lays, songs and  p oems 
have been popula r w ith the c lass 
and  they love lea rning  them.  In 
the c oming months we’ ll be 
enjoying  a  nursery rhyme unit, 
lea rn about hiberna tion and  
c ontinue to enjoy the w inter 
theme. 
Both c lasses were exc ited  about 
the holiday g ifts we’ve been 
making  for our families.  We d id  
our best to keep  them a  sec ret, 
We a ll enjoyed  our “ Welc ome 
Winter”  pa rties on Dec ember 22 
(4’ s) and  Dec ember 23 (3’ s). 
Our c lass ac tivities for the pa rties 
inc luded  ic e ska ting  and  
throw ing  “ snowba lls” . We 
d isc overed  some very c rea tive 
ways to do these ac tivities right 
in our c lassroom! 
 
 We would  like to take this time to 
let you know how wonderful 

eac h c hild  has been.  We rea lly 
enjoy having  pa rents in and  
getting  to know them.  You a ll 
a re suc h a  b ig  help  whether you 
rea lize it or not!   
 
  

hab its and  d inosaurs.  The 
c hild ren will make a  snowman 
p ic ture out of shaving  c ream 
and  g lue.  We w ill read  Jan 
Brett’ s The Mitten.  The c hild ren 
w ill have many c hanc es to re-
enac t the story a fter we read  
this.  We do this ac tivity every 
yea r and  eac h yea r the 
c hild ren love it. 
 
We look forward  to Feb rua ry 
and  making , g iving  and  
rec eiving  va lentines. 
  
  
 



   

      

  

 

 

Parenthood:  That state of 
being better c haperoned 

than you were before 
marriage.   

~Marc elene Cox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The First United  Method ist Churc h of Delmar has pub lished  a  c ookbook, the "Melting  Pot," in 
c elebra tion of its 175th Anniversary.   
  
This handsomely bound  and  beautifully a rtistic , 3 ring  b inder showc ases a  w ide va riety of 
rec ipes from their c ongrega tion and  is ava ilab le for sa le to the pub lic .  
 
Stop  by Churc h Offic e (M-F from 9 am-3 pm) or ema il c hurc hoffic e@delmarmethod ist.org . 
Cost (c hec k payto FUMC Delmar) is $10 per book and  a  limited  supp ly of wooden c ookbook 
stands a re a lso ava ilab le for $10/ ea .  An exc ellent and  ec onomic a l g ift to g ive and…. 
proc eeds to benefit the Capita l Region Food Bank too! 
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News from First United Methodist Churc h 
 

Parent’s Corner 
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·  Grea t link for educ a tiona l ac tivities and  tips for kids 
of a ll ages:  
http :/ / www.familyeduc a tion.c om/ home/  

 
·  Tips from the Americ an Ac ademy of Ped ia tric s on 

how to d isc uss the c urrent ec onomic  situa tion w ith 
c hild ren: 

           http :/ / www.aap .org / d isasters/ ec onomy.c fm 
            

·  Peanut butter and  jelly getting  old???  Drop  the 
jelly – use honey instead . 

 
·  Top  5 Child ren’s Books  

          (NY Times Best Sellers – Jan 09): 
 

1. BARACK OBAMA: SON OF PROMISE, CHILD OF HOPE,    
      by Nikki Grimes 
 2.  WABI SABI, by Mark Reibstein 
 3.  BARACK, by Jonah Winter 
 4.  GALLOP!, written and  illustra ted  by Rufus Butler Seder 
 5.  NAKED MOLE RAT GETS DRESSED, written and   
      illustra ted  by Mo Willems 

 
Valentines Day Idea:  Make your Candy Bar 
 Remove wrapper from a  c andy ba r and  trac e it on 
dec ora tive paper of your c hild ’ s c hoic e.  Cut out the new wrapper 
take it on the underside of the foil wrapped  c andy ba r.  Cut a  
rec tang le label or pac king  tag  to adhere to the top  of the c andy 
ba r.  Dab  your c hild ’ s finger on an inkpad .  Press inked  finger on 
paper, and  then rota te paper 90 degrees and  rep ea t to form a  
hea rt.  Dec ora te the label w ith stic kers and  markers as desired . 

 Pa rents – Feb rua ry 2009
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Pic ture Page 
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Apprec iations 

Thanks to the Room Parent/ Hospita lity Committee for organizing  a ll the delic ious trea ts for 
our Bac k to Sc hool Night.  Thanks to a ll the parents who baked  and  supp lied  desserts for this 
spec ia l event. 
 
Thanks to the Sc hool Pic ture Committee-thanks Meghan Hota ling  and  Amy Luc ey for 
assisting  Dan in c ap turing  those grea t smiles on our kids’  fac es!  The p ic tures were p ric eless. 
 
Thanks to the Parent Co Chairs-thanks Lisa  Levasa lmi and  Mary Mc Killop  for a ll your efforts 
on the in house registra tion and  as you gear up  for the open house in January.  We know 
this is one of your busiest times of year. 
 
Thanks to the Book Order Committee- thanks Christine DeCanc io and  Rena ta  Lewis for 
c ollec ting  a ll the book orders and  d isbursing  the books and  troub leshooting  when books 
a re missing .  Your efforts a re apprec ia ted ! 
 
Thank you to the Moc erine and Krege families - for a ll of their hard  work on the Yankee 
Cand le c ommittee. Our tota l p rofit was a lmost $1700 and  everything  went very smoothly! 
Thanks a lso to a ll of the families who p lac ed  orders, thus supporting our sc hool! 
  
Thank you to a ll who donated to our c harity drives this season! Whether you b rought in a  
pa ir of mittens or a  b rand  new toy, your generous c ontributions will definitely b righten the 
holidays for c ountless loc a l c hild ren and  adults! With times being  as tough as they a re, your 
kindness towards others is very muc h apprec ia ted ! 
 

UPLOAD PICUTURES Instruc tions for g-ma il 
 

1) Go to gma il.c om 
2) Enter the follow ing  for username and  password : 

Username:  trivillagens 
Password :   tvns2008 

3) Clic k on Photos on the top  menu ba r 
4) Clic k on Up load  b utton (Sec ond  line down, midd le of page) 
5) Clic k on c rea te a  new a lbum 
6) Enter a  title (suggest name of event, if app lic ab le and  your initia ls) 
7) You may then be asked  to insta ll Ac tive X, if so follow instruc tions to insta ll. 
8) Selec t the Up load  button (aga in).  You w ill see the a lbum you c rea ted  in the list.  Selec t the 

new a lbum. 
9) Selec t Ad d  Photos button to add  photos from your b rowser. 

 
NOTE:  If you have Pic asa , you c an up load  multip le photos a t a  time, otherw ise it w ill be one 
a t a  time. Just log in a t the top  right c orner of p ic asa  to web  a lbums. 

 
If you have any questions or d iffic ulties p lease c ontac t Jenny Mash or Teresa  Carfagno. 
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Tag, you’re it! 

 
 

TVN Garage Sale is c oming… 
Preview night - Friday, April 3rd    

 Sa turday - April 4th 
 

This is our LARGEST FUNDRAISER and  we a re looking 
forwa rd  to another grea t sa le.  

 
While it’ s c old  outside, why not get a  head  sta rt on 

your sp ring  c leaning by ga thering  your gently 
used , unwanted  items, suc h as: c lothing , toys, 

books, baby supp lies, sporting  goods, etc .  
 
 

Garage Sale Co-Chairs: 
Jen Ba iley, MaryElizabeth Metc a lf, Kelly Jeffers 

Page 12 Winter 2008 �  Tri-Village Nursery Sc hool �


